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New Paintings and a Site Specific Installation
8 September – 13 October 2007
Opening Reception: Saturday, September 15th, 6:00 – 8:00pm

Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to announce a show of new work by Bay Area artist William Swanson.  The show will include paintings and a site specific installation in the back gallery. 
Swanson’s new work depicts imaginary environments that exist as conglomerate forms or multiple forms inhabiting a centralized cluster.  A fictional view of nature and its ever-changing state coincides with architectural forms in ways that interrupt the natural formations of one another.  Notions of future environmental conditions and the impact of technology question the relationship between the organic forms and the built structures.   Plant life such as trees, flowers and mushrooms are clustered together in crystalline formations in the face of bleak prospects.   Walls and barriers block the growth of would be forests.  The synthetic elements mimic the natural organisms within these networks merging form with function.  
In this new body of work, compositions exist in multi layers of visual information piled on top of each other.  Light becomes subjective since so many sources co-exist within a given space.  In one painting, the muted brown background gives way to a cluster of forms that appear almost like a lot map view of a city or location.  Dissected organic orbs with central cores delineated by different colors lie on top of one another within geometric borders.  Often markings and shapes spill over grid-like outlines to create new layers of visual information.   Specific areas within the abstract landscapes read as microscopic organisms seen under a telescope warning of the ill effects of technology and its impact on nature.  In the back gallery an installation based on early mainframe computer hardware will be presented.  Swanson will create a space that integrates three dimensional forms with painted imagery on the walls of the gallery.  

Swanson was born in Chicago in 1972 and obtained his BFA from the Rhode Island School of Design.  He has exhibited regularly in galleries in New York and San Francisco and is included in the corporate collections of J.P. Morgan Chase and Adobe Systems.  Swanson’s work has been reviewed and featured in ARTnews, Art in America, the San Francisco Chronicle, Artweek, LA Weekly and in the publication 100 Artists from the West Coast, among other print and online magazines. 
The gallery is open from Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 6pm.  For further information, please visit the gallery website at www.waltermacielgallery.com.
