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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to announce our first solo show entitled NOTHING SHOCKING by Los Angeles artist Tm Gratkowski.  The exhibition will include two and three dimensional works incorporating Gratkowski’s signature medium and technique using collaged paper.  
The overarching themes of the show illuminate semiotics used as visual elements to analyze and structure systems of communication. With a focus on intention, Gratkowski intermingles language, gesture and color into sophisticated compositions made from a variety of high gloss, heavy stock magazine page, posters and other found papers, as well as concrete. The work challenges the credibility to link together words and symbols into branches of pragmatics and syntax hinting at a new visual language lurking behind what we initially see. 
In the front gallery three large works are presented with the words “good”, “bad” and “ugly” questioning our assumptions concerning what we know about difference: the difference between words and images; between our individual understanding and our ability to empathize with others; and between awareness, discernment and wisdom.  What is considered “good” to one viewer is not necessarily the same to another, as well as the subjective nature of signifying what is “bad” or “ugly.”  By using words as images and images as words, he blurs the lines between the two and the distinction between the contexts from which they originated, revealing the gaps and incongruities that give rise to stereotypes and prejudgments, and encouraging the viewer to investigate their own social histories and complicities.
A second series of large vertical panels skillfully considers the notion that images are more powerful than words with physical arrangements of palettes and letters.  Each collage explores a subject with the inclusion of this subject as a written word existing within the surface.  In some of the works, the written word is easily identified such as in the piece Terror which can be read across the surface in many dispositions.  Others such as the piece entitled Nice spell out the word with the four letters cleverly isolated and buried within the collage.  Painterly uses of color and form draw in the viewer, allowing for the details of the collaged words, letters and phrases to become an important consideration in the overall understanding of the work. The distinction between the imagery and words is immediate with the images having a physical presence and words alluding to the subjective meanings beyond a single cultural epistemology of intent. Gratowski explores and challenges our perceptions and subjective misinterpretations of what we collectively see, hear and read. 

A smaller series of works that are created with geometric slices of collaged information juxtaposed with silhouettes of human interactions and behaviors will be included in the show.  The work will be presented in a grid to allow for a visual conversation and comparison between subjects. In contrast, Gratkowski will present groupings of three dimensional sculptures made of cast concrete and paper.  The works continue the themes of visual language using the materiality of the forms and structures.  Gratkowski demonstrates that there is nothing shocking about the fact that we are most often isolated from one another’s experiences and perceptions; nothing unusual about the subterfuges we fall victim to and misunderstandings we constructs through the imprecise languages we engage. The entire show reveals seductive, sophisticated expressions eliciting exchanges between the work and the viewer, where the viewer luxuriates the dissonances and discovers pearls of erudition and aesthetic acuity.  NOTHING SHOCKING offers a gratifying exercise toward erudition. 

After attending the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and the Hoschule fur Agawandte Kunst in Vienna, Gratkowski received a BS and a BFA from the University of Wisconsin and a MA from SCI-Arc in Los Angeles.  In the fall of 2015, Gratkowski will be included in the show Paperworks curated by Howard Fox at the Craft and Folk Art Museum.  Earlier this year he was selected as one of 7 Americans represented in the III Bienal Cuidad Juarez held at the El Paso Museum of Art in Texas and the Museo de Arte de Ciudad in Jaurez Mexico. Last year Gratkowski exhibited in Documenta, the inaugural exhibition at the New Museum of Art in Detroit. He is currently preparing to start One Mile, the first continuous, uninterrupted mile long collage scheduled to be completed in 2015. Gratkowski’s work has been featured in numerous museum and gallery exhibitions nationally and internationally and has been reviewed and written about in many art publications, journals and books.
“A stream of print media is captured, codified, and shared through the process-driven works of Tm Gratkowski. His art contextualizes image and word in a semiotic landscape that yields a subtext of social commentary. Tm’s compositions are dynamic, reflexive, and prolific in medium and message. He explores the tenets of contemporary culture through the intricacies of paper collage using stacks of magazines and publications to fuel his ambition. In a visual lexicon of communication, his gestural passages echo the artist’s formal training in drawing and painting––and the complexities of his work define an aesthetic in mass culture.”  – Jill Thayer PHD exerpt from “Word Play” A conversation with Tm Gratkowski; Artvoices Magazine Winter 2013
