Song Kun 

Seeking the Recluse but Not Meeting

September 12 – October 31, 2009

Opening Reception: Saturday, September 12th, 6:00 – 8:00pm

The gallery will feature a group of new paintings that reflect on the different surroundings of the artist Song Kun and her experiences within the world.  The show will include single panel paintings as well as several diptychs and one triptych.  It is accompanied by a catalogue that will be available for purchase.

The world is well aware of the breakneck speed at which China has been developing over the past twenty years. However, while embracing the opening of its country and the shift towards its own peculiar form of market economy, China's younger generation of artists are constantly challenged by the realities that conflict with the previous generation's idealism.  Their everyday lives and artistic careers are intensely pressured by a society impatiently craving productivity and prosperity.  This current generation straddles China’s history and China’s future as none has done before.  

 

Song Kun's artistic practice for the past several years has been to first deconstruct a time period in her own life and then expose the results to scrutiny - critically investigating her own belief systems and place in society. The paintings included in Seeking the Recluse but Not Meeting represent her continuing quest for internal reconciliation and harmony in a chaotic world, where spirituality succumbs to consumerism and integrity surrenders to opportunism. Like her previous series of paintings and collages, Song works from her immediate surroundings.  Each painting is a snapshot of a cherished moment in her life.  The linear narrative element, present to one degree or another in each of the twenty paintings, helps us gain insight into her skepticism of pure capitalism and her personal attempts to honor the native traditions that has nurtured millions of Chinese for thousands of years. 

 

The title itself is inspired by a poem by Jia Dao (779 – 843 CE, Tang Dynasty).  In his work Seeking the Recluse but Not Meeting, the poet is looking for a hermit-like wise-man living in the mountains, knowing this master is near, but not being able to find him. The master, with his withdrawal from society, as well as the poet's quest to find him, function as metaphors for the search for meaning - a search that is often complicated by the turmoil of daily life.  With China’s many traditional identities being deliberately replaced with a collective, global consumer identity, unparalleled cultural, environmental and social transformations threaten all aspects of life today. Song pursues her own brand of idealism within China’s massive urbanization and demonstrates her faith in China’s own history and culture, attempting to find inner peace amidst chaos.  Within the exhibition, Song will incorporate music by electronic musician Mu Lian. The added aural effects stimulate both senses of sight and sound to create a more comprehensive interpretation of each depicted scene.  Mu Lian’s music samples electronic sound, acoustic instruments and vocals, imprinted with picturesque soundscapes, the style of soliloquy story-telling and the quality of post-rock and minimalism.

Song Kun was born in Inner Mongolia in 1977 and graduated from the Central Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing in 2002. She is a founding member of the Chinese collective known as N12 Group, consisting of twelve of the most talented artists born in the 1970’s who emerged from the Central Academy of Fine Arts from 2002 to 2004. N12 Group organized four D.I.Y. exhibitions from 2003 to 2006. Their work demonstrated a clear departure from the well-known Chinese stylistic developments of political pop and cynical realism towards individual styles driven by their personal emotions and psyches. Song Kun was recognized by members of the award committee of the 2005 Triennial of Chinese Art as the “Most Promising Young Female Artist.”  In 2007, Song exhibited It's My Life at the Hammer Museum in Los Angeles which was her first solo exhibition in the United States. The installation featured a selection from her series of three hundred sixty-five paintings that each candidly depicts one day in a year of Song's daily existence. 
For further inquires about the show, please contact Walter at www.waltermacielgallery.comwalter@waltermacielgallery.com or visit the gallery website at .
