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Contact:  Walter Maciel - 310 839 1840, walter@waltermacielgallery.com

Selections: California College of the Arts Alumni
14 July – 17 August 2007

Opening Reception: Saturday, July 14th, 6:00 – 8:00pm

Walter Maciel Gallery will present a summer group show entitled Selections: California College of the Arts Alumni that will include work by Sylvi Herrick, Geoff Chadsey, Pascal Shirley, Stella Lai and Cassandra C. Jones.  The show is in conjunction with the 100 year anniversary of the California College of the Arts.   

California College of the Arts and Crafts was founded in Oakland, CA by Frederick Meyer in 1907 after loosing his San Francisco woodshop in the 1906 earthquake.  The school developed its disciplinary curriculum to include wood sculpture, glass, ceramic and design.  Other fine art majors were added over the years to include painting, film making, photography, fashion design, among others.  In 2003 after recognizing the growth of the school and its broad curriculum the school was renamed California College of the Arts.  Today it is the largest and one of the leading art schools on the West Coast.  
The show Selections explores the relations shipment between landscape and portraiture in terms of identity.  The subject of water within different landscapes is the focus of Sylvi Herrick’s intimate drawings which are done on found linens.  Using graphite and gesso, the images have a nostalgic feel as if they are a reflection of a dream or memory.  The linens are worn in areas that define their delicate nature as well as their history, many of which have monographs from prominent turn of the century California families.  A depiction of a waterfall within a mountain range is juxtaposed with an image of the ocean.  The linens are sewn on to resin blocks with a mirrored background forcing the viewer to see his or her reflection and contemplate the human relationship within nature and the environment.  
Pascal Shirley uses residential landscapes as the backdrop for his portraits of adolescents caught up in the every day existence of their lives.  Shirley began exploring the vulnerable quality of teens while shooting their portraits as a professional photographer.  After choosing specific outfits, Shirley carefully poses each subject within their everyday habitats often using the exaggeration of body language.  One image depicts a young girl in a white lace gown staring at the camera while getting ready to jump over a fence leading to a suburban yard with a motor home.  Another image shows a young boy in a hooded sweatshirt staring aimlessly into the overgrown grass in his backyard with a dog in the forefront.  The subject of youth in their environments is played out in a different way in the large format drawings of Geoff Chadsey.  Downloaded from chat rooms on the internet, Chadsey depicts young gay men caught up in various acts while communicating with each other.  The images range from a teen posing in his underwear to group of young men posing naked in a circle while masturbating.  The flesh tones of his figures have been replaced with orange, purple and brown giving them a monstrous sensibility and detracting from any implication of soft porn.  The grotesque quality of each person is further accentuated by the rendering of their features with the use of overlapping circular patterns similar to a fingerprint. Both Chadsey and Shirley challenge the notion of sexuality within adolescence in a way that is familiar and non voyeuristic.  
Stella Lai also works from imagery downloaded from the internet although her subjects are women. Lai was born in Hong Kong and came to the US to attend art school at the San Francisco Art Institute.  Her interest lies within the representation and explicit nature of sex workers in Asian countries verses Asian American sex workers in the US.  The paintings are formatted using traditional Tibetan style designs with the central large portrait of the women surrounded by symmetrical patterns of birds, flowers and consumer products.  The postures and facial expressions of each of the models define their limitations and provocative nature.  Exploring feminist issues and pop culture in a different way, Cassandra C. Jones creates wallpaper using kaleidoscope patterns of posing cheerleaders.  At first glance the work appears to be decorative doilies or floral patterns, but at a closer look the images come into focus as groupings of cheerleaders positioned in routine that flaunts their briefs and mid-drift areas.  The provocative capture of each pose goes unnoticed as a whole image and breaks down the pornographic nature of the imagery.  In conjunction, a series of works on paper will be included that are floral designs made out of repetitive pink flamingo patterns downloaded from the web.  The iconography of the pink flamingo as a tacky pop cultural symbol contradicts its role as the subject of fine art production.   
The gallery is open from Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 6pm.  For further inquiries please contact Walter Maciel 

at 310 839 1840 or walter@waltermacielgallery.com.  Please visit the gallery website at www.waltermacielgallery.com.
