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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present Interlopers by Robb Putnam marking his fourth solo exhibition with the gallery.  The show includes mid to large-scale wall sculptures, freestanding sculptures and a variety of paper works.
   

In his new work, Putnam continues his exploration of animal sculptures, transforming the gallery into a poignant yet whimsical environment of beastly entities. These animated creatures have a powerful presence different from the real-life versions that often intrude and alarm us. The animals are filled with emotions, taking on empathetic misfit qualities both real and imagined.  They explore dualities of fear and comfort, connection and alienation, the real and the imagined.  The characters are themselves the “interlopers” as noted in the title of the show who wish to engage rather than frighten gallery visitors and possibly have the chance to communicate their plight.
 

Made out of recycled fabrics and repurposed materials, the hollowed sculptures gain their form from folding, overlapping, twisting and then stitching the surfaces around a mannequin made for taxidermy to create the general silhouette of each animal. Two series of bears hang on the walls: one is modeled after a large bear in an upright playful position with bellies exposed; and the other is modeled after a smaller black bear hung from its back. Putnam’s personal interest in bears stems both from a real-life experience of being chased by a black bear and his recurring dreams of bear characters who become his friends and guardians. Strategically placed within the installation is a series of coyotes that are also hollowed out and dramatically hung on the wall.  Using such materials as parachutes, army blankets, duffel bags and non-slip canvas drop cloths, Putnam creates all of the animals as collapsed, listless and isolated forms, suggesting their threatened existence. Robbed of their weight and proper volume, they politely bid our attention even though they may be helpless, weakened and drifting like ghosts.. The tension between the guardians of Putnam’s dream world and their present weakened states creates a charged, ineffable experience where they are transformed into powerful totems of feelings and associations.

 

Completing Putnam’s animal sculptures, are a series of imaginative creatures in both two-dimensional drawings and three-dimensional sculptures.  Executed in black ink, the drawings include a cast of characters entitled Sleeper Cells. The scenarios unspool like fever dreams where whimsy is intertwined with fear and anxiety. Segmented bodies, drifting heads and interrupted narratives seem to be isolated and disconnected, yet they yearn to be a part of something greater.  Informed by 1970’s hand crafted stuffed animals and amusement park characters, the corresponding sculptures have mismatched features and odd proportions. Their whimsical, giant heads have been made child-sized and intimate, inviting us to laugh as well as feel pity.  A final series entitled Curios include flattened out characters with large eyes and ears resembling childhood hand puppets.  Their beguiling presence is reminiscent of childhood memories of lost security such as a once beloved toy robbed of its functionality. The works evoke implications of loss, memory and innocence while at the same time a sense of hope, comfort and protection. 

 

Putnam received a BFA from the Maryland Institute, College of Art in Baltimore and an MFA at Mills College in Oakland.  He is a recipient of a Joan Mitchell Foundation Painters and Sculptors Grant.  A large-scale dog sculpture entitled Stumblebum will be included in the exhibition New Threads: Perspectives in Contemporary Fiber Arts at the Laband Art Gallery, Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles opening in mid-January. Putnam’s work has been included in several prominent exhibitions including Sew What at the Children’s Museum of the Arts in New York; Travelers: Objects of Dream and Revelation at the Bellevue Arts Museum, WA; Larger than Life: Exploring Scale in Contemporary Art at the Bedford Gallery, The Lesher Center for the Arts in Walnut Creek, CA and Elements of Nature: Selections from the Fredrick R. Weisman Foundation at the Brevard Art Museum in Melbourne, FL. His work is included in the collections of the Palm Springs Art Museum, Oakland Museum of California, Frederick R. Weisman Collection and 21 C Hotels and Museum as well as many private collections.
