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Walter Maciel Gallery will open the fall exhibition season with a show entitled Loiterers by Robb Putnam.  The show marks Putnam’s third solo exhibition with the gallery and will include large scale freestanding and wall sculptures, smaller format pedestal sculptures and several works on paper.  


Putnam continues to create whimsical sculptures made out of fabrics, detritus and a plethora of disregarded items that explore memory and recollections of childhood storybook characters and imaginary friends.  His animal subjects take on the moods and emotions of the human experience with specific gesturing of posture and bodily expression.  Using this thoughtful process and personal reflection to execute the work, Putnam himself becomes a loiterer delving into his youth with his learned emotional maturity perhaps mimicking his own apprehension as a young boy circling the sidelines of the playground where he felt unwelcome. The work in Loiterers sparks ideas of what gives a living being or object its status and value while questioning the many notions of human empathy.  

The sculptures presented in this exhibition represent wild and often unwelcomed animals such as bears, rabbits, skunks, rats and coyotes; creatures that scavenge at the fringes and skirt the edges of human civilization.  The most prevalent animals are bears which utilize the space as large freestanding sculptures intermingling with counterparts that hang or slide down the walls.  Once perceived as the most venerable of wild forest animals, today bears are often found rummaging through garbage bins in backyards or campgrounds in resourceful acts of survival that debase their status to that of lowly scavengers—the loiterers of the animal world. The piece entitled Wallflower is seen hanging from his toes with his paws ready to lumber forth and his body frozen in a tentative movement like an awkward ballet. The threads still left to unravel like any memory dissolving and transforming before our eyes.  All of the sculptures possess a quality of flux, existing uncertain space somewhere between coalescing and decomposing. Their skins can be invitingly sensual and seductive in nature, while at the same time raw, exposed and vulnerable.  As objects, these creatures exist somewhere between well-loved and worn out soft toys and representations of actual living animals. These ambiguous states create a tension that is at the heart of the work, a state of ripeness that fills them with emotional possibility but also repulsiveness in their visceral and vulnerable qualities. 
Other animals such as a coyote and a rabbit are displayed as hollowed creatures hanging from the wall or shelf in limp lifeless states.  The animals explore Putnam’s new interest in collapsing forms and are crafted out of used parachutes from Army surplus stores utilizing the thin translucent quality.  They are delicate and fragile, but also ghostly as they droop and sag in response to the forces of nature. A sense of emotional loss that stems from the fact that the animal world itself, much like the forms their bodies take, is collapsing and is in need of being rescued.  Similarly, a series of flattened, two dimensional works entitled Pelts hang on the wall like trophy animal skins or deflated balloons waiting for warm breath.  The essence and character of each piece stems from Putnam’s memories of his imaginary friends; their shape, size and presence.   They hang on the wall as sacred objects in a pantheistic religion taking on the characteristics of relics from a play space in our collective thoughts from the past.   Sometimes a stand-in for companionship serves us better than the real thing. 
In addition to the sculptures, a group of drawings will be presented with playful renderings of animated creatures and spaces.  Putnam views his drawings as a test lab where a hybrid language is formed by memories, cartoons, children’s picture books and the imagery of childhood filtered through layers of lived experience. They fall somewhere between recollections and inventions creating an interweaving of stories. The works on paper are about recovering fragments of half-remembered things whose shapes are not easily recalled, but also characters: shifting between struggling to find their bearing and connecting with the other objects and characters in their world.
Putnam received a BFA from the Maryland Institute, College of Art in Baltimore and an MFA at Mills College in Oakland.  He is a recipient of a Joan Mitchell Foundation Painters and Sculptors Grant.  Putnam has been included in several prominent exhibitions including Travelers: Objects of Dream and Revelation at the Bellevue Arts Museum, WA Larger than Life: Exploring Scale in Contemporary Art at the Bedford Gallery, The Lesher Center for the Arts in Walnut Creek, CA and Elements of Nature: Selections from the Fredrick R. Weisman Foundation at the Brevard Art Museum in Melbourne, FL. His work is included in the collections of the Palm Springs Art Museum, Oakland Museum of California and the Frederick R. Weisman Collection as well as private collections.  Putnam has been included in exhibitions at Smashbox Studios in Culver City and Rena Bransten Gallery in San Francisco. 
