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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present the exhibition inzwischen by Nike Schröder marking her second solo show with the gallery. Schröder is a German artist who began her career in Berlin and has been living and working in Los Angeles for the past three years.  

The translation of the German word “inzwischen” is “meanwhile” or “since that time” which appropriately references the underlying themes and subjects in the new work.  Continuing on topics relating to World War II Germany, Schröder reveals hard to find images of male and female soldiers engaged in playful activity.  The freedom and naïve instinctiveness of the nudity juxtaposes the harshness and reality of the war.  The subjects are translated into stitched paintings using Schröder’s signature rayon threads with gouache and mixed media on canvas.  Some of the works are straightforward interpretations with layers of hanging threads draping off on the surface similar to her earlier series Fundamental Reports while others depict repetitive subjects stitched in a grid with the same larger image painted as the under image on the canvas.  In the piece A Pyramid of 28 Men a group of mostly naked male soldiers are posed partially emerged in water and stacked on top of one another in a symmetrical pyramid like a group of cheerleaders.  The only two men in red Speedos frame the scene as nearby participants pose on their hands with their feet kicked upward and supported by fellow comrades.  The men appear at ease as they frolic naked with one another; a harsh contradiction to the aggressive macho behavior that they are trained to employ during battle.  The works are offset by abstractions from Schröder’s ongoing Convex/Concave series with carefully selected colored threads stitched on canvas over custom made panels that have a greater depth on the top edge sloping to a narrowed depth along the bottom.  The threads are stitched into linear systematic patterns that contradict the linear layers of threads hanging over them while at the same time creating a sculptural presence. 

The second half of the show includes a variety of works that have been precisely installed within certain architectural elements of the gallery.  Two additional abstractions with a variation of mostly white threads hang at the top of the wall near the crest of wood rafters with the longer strands nearly touching the floor. The bottom edges are dyed black to interact with the interior of the gallery offsetting the gray concrete floors, stark white walls and the dark wood beams above.  In contrast, a large grouping of porcelain faces with minimal white glaze and indistinctive black markings is installed with streams of threads coming out of their mouths symbolizing the use of language. The overall installation appears ghostlike with hues of neutral colors intentionally weighed down by the dark dye at the bottom edges creating a heaviness to the filigree character for the atmosphere. The final two pieces contain stitched information repeating the universal Golden and Silver Rules which state “We must treat others as we wish others to treat us” and “Do not do unto others what you would not have them do unto you" consecutively. The World’s Parliament of Religion first gathered in 1893 with an attempt to create a golden dialogue of all faiths including Baha'i Faith, Brahmanism, Brahma Kumaris, Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Indigenous, Interfaith, Islam, Jainism, Judaism, Native American, Neo-Pagan, Sikhism, Taoism, Theosophist, Unitarian Universalist and Zoroastrian.  The implicit meaning of these words creates a cynical parody of its every day failures in history as well as today.
In 2009, Schröder earned her BA in Art Therapy/Fine Arts at the University of Applied Sciences in Ottersberg before moving to Los Angeles in 2012.  Schröder  has had solo exhibitions of her work in Germany and the US including her site specific lobby installation at the Museum of Art and History in Lancaster, CA and Urban Outfitters in Berlin and Hamburg. This fall, she will be included in the exhibition If you lived here, you'd be home at the Children’s Museum of the Arts in New York.  Past group shows at Walter Maciel Gallery include Threading the Needle in 2012 and Size Matters in 2011. Earlier this year, Schröder’s work appeared in Domino Magazine in a feature on designer Emily Henderson’s home.  She has been commissioned to produce works for numerous private collections as well as international magazines and Germany's largest Textile Trade Fair Munich Fabric Start. Schröder has participated as an artist in residence at the Izyur Festival in Kudymkar, Russia.
