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Walter Maciel Gallery will present a new exhibition entitled A Conjuring of Conjurors by Los Angeles based artist Lezley Saar marking her third solo show with our gallery.  The exhibition includes large-format paintings on fabric, small format paintings on fabric in found antique frames, figurative sculpture and photographic collage works.  
Continuing her interest in Victorian and Edwardian eras, Saar creates a narrative made up of mystic characters known as conjurors who have specific obsessions and supernatural capabilities as a purpose for their existence.  The concept for the exhibition was conceived after reading A Rebours (Against Nature) by the 19th century French author, Joris-Karl Huysmans.  In this book the main character retires from society to build a fortress devoted to the exploration and worship of the senses and arts. Saar drew inspiration from this character to create her group of conjurors, each with specific abilities such as telling tales, creating illusions, possessing charms, communing with spirits and casting spells referencing voodoo and the paranormal.  The characters take their form as figurative paintings, sculptures and collages and are strategically placed within the context of the exhibition to entail different relationships and interactions.  
For example, a large banner portrait depicts an image of Septime who is a collector of breezes and voices and has a talent for reading bones. She stares outward with her crystal blue eyes surrounded by a ring of fertile colored eggs reflecting her powers of changing her lover into a lake to protect him from evil.  She is guarded by the two conjurors, Paonne and Fernest who take the forms of freestanding figurative sculptures.  Paonne is adorned in a long white cloak with an image of two peacocks facing one another on either hip.  A large key hangs around his neck spilling out from the fringed black shall on his shoulders.  Paonne is the master of space a time and is able to vacillate between the past, present and future.  In juxtaposition Fernest stands in her raggedy red patch-worked dress, bib made of golden locks of hair, floral brocaded shawl and black apron around her waist.  She is the guardian of the shrines made up of precious hair and nail clippings mixed with collected rain water that are hidden deep within the forest.  Within the installation are smaller shaped portraits of other inquisitive conjurors such as Lefu who is known to have collected graveyard dirt, snakeskin and salt and placed it all inside a dead pig’s bladder to be put under his nemesis’s porch which eventually drove him mad.  Lefu is portrayed with a headdress made of feathers, bones, a lemon and a dead bird that frame his dark thoughts, an image of a decrepit landscape of baron black trees and haunting full moon.    
In a separate gallery handmade collage works portray a series of vintage portraits.  The works are all done from cut magazines, cards and other found images within black and white color tones.  Each work portrays a portrait of a conjuror surrounded by circular images that contain visual information relating to their powers or obsessions.  The female portraits are historic in their presentation with clothing and accessories revealing the Victorian era in which they were captured.  Continuing in her exploration of identity, Saar includes a variety of mixed raced women with a distinction of skin color and hair types.  
Saar studied at L'Institut Francais de Photographie in Paris and San Francisco State University before receiving a BFA from California State University, Northridge in 1978.  Her work is currently in the exhibition, The Medea Insurrection: Radical Women Artists behind the Iron Curtain at The Wende Museum in Culver City.  Saar has recently been included in the traveling exhibition Transamerica/n: Gender, Identity, Appearance Today at the McNay Art Museum in San Antonio; Personal Truth at El Camino College Art Gallery in Torrance, CA; Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, NY and Get Up, Stand Up Now at Sommerset House in London. Last year, She was part of a three person exhibition with her mother, Betye Saar and sister, Alison Saar at the Museum of Art and History in Lancaster, CA.  Saar had an important survey exhibition at the California African American Museum in Los Angeles from October 2017 through February 2018.  She has had solo shows at the Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art; Fresno Art Museum; List Gallery, Swarthmore College; The Contemporary Arts Center, Cincinnati: Boca Raton Museum of Art and Forum for Contemporary Art in St. Louis.  Saar’s work is included in several museum and private collections throughout the US including recent acquisitions at The Studio Museum in Harlem, Crocker Art Museum in Sacramento and the Petrucci Family Foundation Collection in Asbury Park, NJ. She was the recipient of a J. Paul Getty Mid-Career Grant in 1996.   

A Conjuring of Conjurors

Is a gathering of Conjurors who tell tales, create illusions, cast spells and sprinkle goofer dust on doorsteps. 

Septime (announcement banner)

A collector of breezes, Reader of bones, and Hoarder of voices, changed her lover into a lake to protect him. 

Paonne (figure-white, red, key) 

Master of the direction of space and time, got blood out of a turnip yesterday from a stone he stepped on tomorrow. 

Fernest (figure-black apron)
She is the raggedy guardian of the shrines hidden deep in the forest, where large clay pots filled with hair and nail clippings, collect rain water and leaves. 

Esseintes (oval with turtle on head)
He did not like reality, so he built his own dream-of-the-senses fortress, which ultimately was a disappointment, and this explains his love of tragedy. 

Yassa (oval with mushrooms on head) 

He is a trickster who lives in every corner of the forest. Sometimes she appears as a goat with a woman’s head, passing in and out of the visible world, partaking in ridiculous orgies. 

Clotille (large banner portrait from right) admitted him into her room, which was gloomy, with pictures of saints pinned up on the the walls, and black candles burning. The floorboards made a creaky sound as they walked towards the window. 

Mourna (figure in black with fringe) is the mother of the deceased, and protector of all secrets. She dances all night in a serious manner, making the ground slippery with her tears. 

Fokusnik (figure with white fur collar) 

The Russian alchemist and teller of folktales, has a great fondness for the Realm of Reversals where he spends the evenings folding shadows.

Burvis (figure with mustard cape)

The weeping, hunchback philosopher, overwhelmed by the pull of the tides, whirlwind and thunder , and the burning of the meteorites, dances all night with bottles in his hand.
Lefu (oval with dead bird on head)

Took some gris-gris composed of graveyard dirt, snakeskin and salt placed inside a dead pig’s bladder and put it under his nemesis’s porch which eventually drove him mad.

Varvara (oval profile with flower on head b/w)

sits within a crude circle of salt at the edge of the sea beneath a waning moon burning candles, reading bones, and guarding a pile of stones. She seeks the company of underwater spirits.

Nesida (black and white banner-negative)

was a hit-and-miss mindreader, yet tears trickled from her ears as she was overwhelmed by the inner feelings of others. 

Arthel (oval with scorpion)
is a hairdresser who sells love potions on the side. Love potions that are made of feathers, ordinary talcum powder, pulverized lizard eggs, and the hair of a jackass.

Chelove (oval boat on head)

 keeps a long list of things lost due to mischance. 

Zerpenta (Crocker’s)
Born under the shade of a black willow tree in New Orleans in 1826 sits on a rock turning rain

into tobacco smoke. 

Djedi (oval with eyes)

The escapologist performed miraculous feats during the reign of Pharaoh Khufu (4th Dynasty).
Reuel (figure with objects on skirt)

Is a shaman and spiritual leader…..a living personification of the head-on collision of Catholic and African religions.

Epiphanie (figure with blue and red skirt)

The illusionist, surrounds herself with the tools of her trade such as ropes which symbolize ascension, and mirrors, that symbolize water, as she induces trance possessions to other worlds.

Theotis (oval red flower, blue egg)

Is a mystic by mistake who keeps jars filled with the clamour of heaven.  As he practices his vision trance, shadows fall inconsistently, and vegetables ejaculate.  

Olphida (figure with white satin)

 the abandoned bride, finds books in broken branches sermons in stones rituals in roots

and sagas in silent seas. 

Collages

Your symbol calls to my symbol

A redemption that smelled of mirrors

Sacraphilia or Sacraphobia

Drowning in grace

Let’s just stay within keeping of the drenched aspect of the day
Descending the steps of the Emotional Palace

I swallowed a pair of fifth-heads

Double je

Intoxicated with Inertia

All the mountains will be there

Sacred Tango

….still holding the hand of my astral nursemaid

I turned my back on the ocean, defacing the ocean

