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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present Things arranged neatly featuring an exhibition of new rubber and mixed media wall sculptures by Jil Weinstock.  This show marks her third solo show with the gallery.

In her new body of work, Weinstock explores the human psyche of collecting random objects not for the usefulness or monetary value but as emotional relics from one’s past.  Using her signature medium of rubber to preserve prearranged items, Weinstock binds together physical objects with spiritual memories.  She intentionally creates tension between utility and memory, abstraction and narrative, importance and insignificance.  
For several years Weinstock has been categorizing items and mementos associated with her past to explore notions of identity.  Continuing on concepts of collecting and/or gathering, she became interested in random objects acquired by strangers such as items left behind in junk drawers.  In 2014, Weinstock began acquiring articles from online advertising and transformed these discarded collections of keys, combs, playing cards, international currency among others into organized patterns set within the rubber surfaces.  The significance of each grouping varies from the personal contents left behind by the passing of a loved one to the random collections of oven knobs or cast-off keys creating a comparison of items kept for nostalgic value, anticipated use or simply forgotten.  The objects form narratives among themselves as orderly grids of visual information once removed from the context of utility or personal memory.  Suspended in rubber and lit from behind, the items are silhouetted, reducing them to shapes that relate to Modernist concepts and sensibilities.  Once the light source is removed, the objects appear as relics buried in the rubber with a clear examination of the condition and detail of each piece.  
In comparison, Weinstock presents a series of neatly constructed zippers immersed in rubber to make panels that also have a strong context to Modernist paintings. In one large piece, different colored zippers are lined up in a striping pattern across the surface with the joined edges hanging off the top and bottom beyond the mold of the rubber backing.  The imagery resembles a Gene Davis painting until further examination reveals the materiality of the zippers with a comparison of colorful textures encased in the golden hue of the poured rubber.  The show also includes one multi-panel piece archiving and preserving beauty instruments in latex that has been burnt on to wood panels.  The objects portray mostly non-invasive tools used for enhancing one’s appearance with an occasional scalpel or medical tool thrown in as a reminder that there is no limit to perfecting beauty.  Things Arranged Neatly evokes industrial formalism while maintaining nostalgic warmth, encouraging viewers to consider their own personal collections of organized materials as well as disregarded clutter. 

Jil Weinstock was born in Los Angeles and currently works and resides in Brooklyn.  She received a joint MFA from the University of California Berkeley and San Francisco Art Institute in 1995. Weinstock has been exhibited at the Aldrich Museum of Contemporary Art, Ridgefield, CT; The University of Alabama Sarah Moody Gallery, Tuscaloosa, AL; Grounds for Sculpture, Trenton, NJ; Avram Gallery, Southampton College, Long Island University, Southampton, NY; San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art, San Jose, CA; Orari Galleria, Milan, Italy; Berlin Cultural Arts Center, Germany and The Cultural Arts Center, Vienna, Austria.  Her work has been written about in several publications including The New York Times; The New Yorker; Artweek; ARTnews; Art in America; The Huffington Post; World Sculpture News: New York Magazine and Fiberarts.  Weinstock was an Artist in Residence at the Museum of Art and Design in New York and the recipient of a McGarth Grant and the Walter Gropius Award. 
