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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present Mementos an exhibition of new sculptures by New York artist Jil Weinstock.  This show will be the first solo show with the gallery.
In the past Weinstock’s sculptures have included objects that define identity such as vintage clothing, jewelry and personal accessories all cast in rubber as wall sculptures and free standing forms.  Identity was further explored with the use of repetition to compare and contrast specific items based on gender.  In the new work Weinstock continues the use of repetition in cast rubber forms with an emphasis on identity, more specifically the nostalgia of one’s own childhood.  Using an original Fisher Price dollhouse from the 1970s as her mold, Weinstock casts the toy in different shades of pigmented rubber to explore how experiences of objects in early youth bridge the gap between reality and reminiscence.  Through this intensive process of transforming the toys into conceptual “mementos,” Weinstock recalls the object’s past, suggesting its greater connection to our collective memories, desires, and disappointments.  
In addition to the rubber works, a new series of bronze electroplated Fisher Price toys that employ the same technique used for bronzing baby shoes will be on view.  Weinstock completely encases each object in a layer of pure copper, which after it oxidizes, is polished to a lustrous shine. This process further memorializes the object, capturing and preserving every scratch, dent and curve left by the marks of time.  The objects remind us of our buried childhood memories and can be seen as both brilliant and tarnished as is often the case in many childhood experiences.  

The electroplated toys create an imaginary community that is set forth by the individual selection and placement of each object as a way to gage the viewer’s own association with the familiar toys.  The shiny coatings create a boundary that allows them to function as precious objects and no longer a toy passed on from one generation to the next.  Weinstock's sculptures put forth a potent cultural resonance for representing memory in tandem with the formation of self-narration.   

Born in Los Angeles, California, Jil Weinstock lives and works in New York.  She received a joint MFA from the University of California Berkeley and San Francisco Art Institute in 1995. Weinstock's work has been exhibited worldwide including solo exhibitions at Sara Meltzer Gallery and Charles Cowles Gallery in New York; The University of Alabama Sarah Moody Gallery, Tuscaloosa, AL; Avram Gallery, Southampton College, Long Island University, Southampton, NY; Catharine Clark Gallery, San Francisco, CA; Orari Galleria, Milan, Italy and The Cultural Arts Center, Vienna, Austria. Weinstock is a recent recipient of the 2009 Walter Gropius Award and is currently an adjunct instructor at the School of Visual Arts in New York.  
The gallery is open from Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 6pm.  For further information, please visit the gallery website at www.waltermacielgallery.com.
