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San Francisco based artist John Bankston will present a new body of work that continues his exploration of masculine identity, human behavior and male relationships set within his signature coloring book style format.  The show marks Bankston’s fourth solo show with the gallery.  
The new body of work consists of six mid to large format paintings that provide distinct narratives through the relationship of different types of characters based on their specific dress codes.  The visual information allows the viewer to imagine the context of the story and the relationships between the characters before predicting the outcome of each scene.  The subjects are often engaged in the mechanical powers of an inanimate object aptly called the abstracticator which is a reoccurring form first introduced in 2010.  The abstracticator is depicted as different versions of a colorful sculpture with geometric forms and varying attributes to suggest birdlike or crablike creatures..  For instance, the painting entitled Wings depicts three male characters surrounding a version of the abstractor with circular shapes forming the central area attaching to several different colored wings and appendages extending from the top and bottom.  The playful form resembles a cubist version of an ostrich which engages the surrounding figures.  One man who is masked like the comic book character Robin offers the abstracticator a nest while a bird hooded and a bearded gentleman look on with comforting gestures.  In all of the paintings there is a crucial relationship between the figures and the abstracticator often creating a vulnerable presence of the machine verses human behavior.  

Although Bankston’s paintings are presented in a childlike naïve style, they are rendered in traditional oil and acrylic mediums with precise detail given to the layering of colors.  The process involves making the imagery in different stages with specific layers of paint existing on top of one another to create rich textures.  Many areas of color have a washy granular surface resembling the real markings of crayon.  Bankston adopted the coloring book style format nearly 20 years ago as an homage to his first experience of painting started as a child filling in coloring books.  Because of their childlike presentation the compositions appear innocent and naïve at first glance but a deeper examination reveals the true psychology and mature consequences of adult behavior.  The show will include several smaller format paintings continuing the themes of the larger canvases.  Some of these works include collaged areas where the figures have been cut out of other paintings creating a literal layering of surfaces.  
Born in Benton Harbor, Michigan Bankston received his BFA from the University of Chicago and his MFA in painting from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. His work is currently included in the inaugural California-Pacific Triennial at the Orange County Museum of Art and the traveling exhibition 30 Americans currently on view at the Milwaukee Art Museum.  Bankston is also represented by Rena Bransten Gallery in San Francisco and Beta Pictoris in Birmingham.  His work is collected by many US museums including the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, de Young Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Wadsworth Antheum Museum of Art in Hartford, CT, Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY and Smith College Museum of Art in Northampton, MA.  Bankston is the recipient of many prestigious awards including a Joan Mitchell Foundation Painters and Sculptors Grant, a Louis Comfort Tiffany Foundation Grant and a Fleishhacker Foundation Eureka Fellowship.
