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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present a new body of multi-panel paintings by Oakland based artist Freddy Chandra.  The exhibition marks Chandra’s second solo show with the gallery following his inclusion in several group exhibitions and an introductory solo show in 2010.

Chandra’s new work continues his exploration of light and surface with the use of plexiglass coated with resin and airbrushed pigments.  The precise compositions are arranged in a combination of single panel and multi-panel rows that float on the wall at varying lengths.  Rooted in the ideas and approaches of abstract painting, each configuration produces a rhythmic repetition with the use of carefully selected colors, physical boundaries and gradient surfaces.  The overlapping layers purposely react to the light to create a range of hues and luminosity that adhere to the temporal nature of the moving image.  The process involves coating the specifically cut lengths of plexiglass with resin to form rounded edges and an opaque barrier with the light source.  Pigments are added to create different hues using an airbrush application thus accentuating the subtle vertical lines created across the elongated panels.  In the painting Oceanic Drift six rows of panels are staggered upon one another with the separation of small gaps.  The top panel is illuminated evenly in an icy blue hue to capture the light and guide the eye to the three following rows with different colors of blue and gray fading across each surface.  The fifth row breaks the cycle with two panels in different colors: one continues the bluish gray theme and the other introduces an intense shade of amethyst.  The bottom row contains one panel with glacier overtones also fading from dark to light to balance out the painting.  A visual patterning is displayed within the notions of color, space and movement of light.

The show introduces new configurations for the work including two vertical compositions and two corner pieces.  The physical presence of these works shifts the visual vocabulary into new directions compared to the horizontal dispositions.  In the painting Pulse five rows of panels exist across the wall with variations of green, blue and orange fading in hue from top to bottom.  The seams of the multi-panel rows align to the distinct changes in color in neighboring panels presenting a new relationship within the composition. The lengthy rows placed upright allow for a more instant recognition of color and design with a subtle awareness of the reaction to the light.  The corner paintings manipulate the space by forcing the color into crease of the wall allowing for a side by side comparison of the effects.  All of the works prove that the act of recognition and anticipation are driven by a desire to understand the present moment in the space between attentive perception and the marginal subconscious.

Chandra received an MFA in Studio Art from Mills College in Oakland where is currently a visiting professor and a BA in Architecture and Art Practice from the University of California, Berkeley. He was awarded a Joan Mitchell Foundation Painters and Sculptors Grant in 2009 and an Artist-in-Residency at the Headlands Center for the Arts in 2007. Chandra has had solo exhibitions in Milan, Dusseldorf, New York and San Francisco.  More recently, he has been commissioned by the Art in Embassies Program for the American Consulate in Surabaya, Indonesia, the Alameda County Art Collection and Neiman Marcus Department Store in Walnut Creek, CA.  He has also completed several private commissions and is included in many prominent collections internationally. 


The gallery is open Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 6pm.  Please visit the gallery website at www.waltermacielgallery.com.
