They're subtle,
yet absorbing

Pale, gauzy and relatively small, the paintings in Bay Area-artist Cynthia
Ona Innis' L.A. debut at Walter Maciel Gallery won't jump off the walls to
catch your attention. Once they have it, however, they're likely to hold
onto it.

They're quiet, delicate, deeply absorbing paintings loosely constructed
around a few basic elements: thin washes of pale pigment (pink, blue and
brown, primarily); ballooning, net-like forms; and clusters of collaged
satin lozenges, which float across the compositions like so many schools of
fish. Painted on satin, they have a soft, loose, oceanic feel. Each has the
air of an improvisation, but one driven by an organic internal logic,
suggesting an intensely intuitive relationship between painter and
materials.

Walter Maciel Gallery, 2642 S. La Cienega Blvd., Los Angeles, (310)
839-1840, through July 15. Closed Sundays and Mondays.
www.waltermacielgallery.com
