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In "Rally," Cynthia Ona Innis' second solo show at the Walter Maciel Gallery, the Oakland-based painter continues her exploration of a lush imaginative landscape with ever subtler and more exquisite results. These are paintings one doesn't look at so much as immerse oneself in, following the artist's lead through their exotic atmosphere. 

The forms suggest biological sources -- aquatic vistas or the microscopic realm of the human body -- but the comparisons are provisional: This is a world generated by the artist's absolute absorption in her materials, the drama deriving purely from pictorial circumstances. 

Mesh pods hover languidly, swaying in currents of blue, lavender and pink, or else shoot across the canvas with predatory propulsion, trailing clouds of black, rust red or brown, while lozenge-shaped fragments of cut fabric (largely satin and fake fur) gather in loose clouds. The pigment is thin and watery in some places, saturating the ground (whether canvas or stretched satin) and blurring sensually into other shades.

Elsewhere, it falls in gauzy and translucent veils or floats on the surface in distinct strokes and lines. 

Also included in the show are about half a dozen sculptures involving tight clusters of stuffed satin pods wound with ribbons, cords, rubber bands and other willowy materials.

These works are a natural departure and not without promise, but the objects themselves lag conspicuously behind the paintings, which reached this point of subtlety and sophistication, it's clear, only after many years of dedicated inquiry. 

www.waltermacielgallery.com

Walter Maciel Gallery, 2642 S. La Cienega Blvd., Los Angeles, (310) 839-1840, through May 3. Closed Sundays and Mondays. 
