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For his first one person show with Walter Maciel Gallery, Charles LaBelle will present a significant new group of over thirty drawings from his ongoing project, Buildings Entered.  Begun in September 1997, the project documents every building the artist has physically entered since the start date.  Part diary, part historical document, the project archive currently lists over twelve thousand buildings, with additional locations added almost daily. 

By foregrounding the act of “entering” these buildings, LaBelle’s project engages a broader, phenomenological framework: one that investigates the relationship between architecture and the body, between urban space and the construction of the subject.  

For the exhibition, LaBelle has created a group of drawings of buildings in Los Angeles, all of which have a specific association with a single person, more specifically a person who, significantly, disappeared suddenly from the artist’s life a number of years ago.  Executed in pencil on gesso atop individual pages of a specifically selected book, the drawings that comprise this series, Untitled (Kate’s Suite), become a kind of detective story in which the artist (and the viewer) scour the city in search of clues.  The buildings, with their dates and times, can be seen as a “body of evidence” and, individually, the scenes of various, untold, “crimes.”  

Referencing both Antonioni’s L’Avventura, in its search for a woman who has disappeared, and Sophie Calle’s Suite Venetian, in which the artist notoriously followed a strange man to Venice, Italy, LaBelle’s work is ultimately about longing and loss.  In his drawings the city becomes a place haunted by both the phantoms of trauma and the spirits of joy; a place where one struggles to both remember and to forget.  In conjunction a smaller set of images documenting various motels and hotels where the artist stayed with Kate over the length of time they were in each others lives.  The subject of world travel investigates the accessibility and desire of physically visiting a new location as a metaphor for one’s journey through life experience.  
Internationally recognized, LaBelle’s work has been exhibited at the Neuberger Museum in New York State, Chisenhale Gallery in London, Artpace in San Antonio; Pomona Museum of Art in Southern California, Tony Wight Gallery in Chicago, San Francisco Art Institute and Anna Kustera Gallery in New York.  His work is in the collections of the Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, Albright-Knox Gallery, Buffalo, Berkeley Museum of Art, Santa Barbara Museum of Art; and numerous private collections.  LaBelle attended UCLA for both his under graduate and graduate studies and lived in Los Angeles for several years before moving to New York in 2003.  He currently lives in Hong Kong where he had recent solo exhibitions at Stage 1 and Para/Site Central.
 

The gallery is located at 2642 S. La Cienega Blvd. in Los Angeles and is open from Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 6pm. Please visit the gallery website at www.waltermacielgallery.com.
