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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present color shape texture scale by Los Angeles based artist Brendan Lott. This exhibition will include new paintings and photography marking Lott’s fifth solo show with our gallery.  

Continuing his interest in painting created from modules forms, Lott paints colorful shapes on individual pieces of wood to be placed together in sequence as a complete painting. These works are juxtaposed with paintings made from many individual layers of paint created separately as its own form. Lott lets swaths of paint dry on plastic and then places the strips of thick paint or smaller cut shapes directly onto the surface. This process allows for a different method of making paintings without using a traditional brush or palette knife. In some of the works, the layers of cut paint overlap at their edges creating an uneven texture that makes the colors appear woven together. Other works contain larger areas of collaged pigments that intersect along their edges in powerful striping patterns. The paintings do not refer to anything outside of their essential elements - referenced by the show’s title. There is a 1:1 ratio of content to subject with no distance between map and territory. The works challenge the notions and practice of traditional painting while staying pure to the medium.   
In conversation with the paintings, Lott presents a group of medium format color photographs. The imagery was shot in his neighborhood in downtown Los Angeles and focuses on the small details and relationships of color, shape and composition. Imagery of multiple layers of paint, graffiti, weathered walls, scratched surfaces and oddly placed objects are captured to create photographs that have the same basic elements as the paintings.  Lott sees these as “found paintings” that are created from years of accidental and unintentional actions by people and elements.
The final component in the show reveals a more personal side of Lott and contains about 160 collaged photographs of people posing in front of various “graffiti wings”. The images were pulled from dating apps after Lott discovered the “wing pose” to be a common denominator used by people across the spectrum. The photographs are arranged in a life-sized pattern of wings for viewers to photograph themselves on social media. 
After receiving a BFA in filmmaking from the San Francisco Art Institute in 2001, Lott did his graduate work at Stanford University earning his MFA in 2006. He has shown in museums internationally including a solo show at the San Jose Museum of Art in 2008 and group exhibitions at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles, San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery, UC Riverside Sweeney Art Gallery, Musée d'Art Modern et Contemporain in Strasbourg, France and Kunstraum B/2 in Leipzig, Germany. In 2016 Lott completed a major corporate commission consisting of 17 multi-panel photographic works for the Ritz Carlton Hotel in Chicago. Other public acquisitions include the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles, Morgan Stanley in New York and Pimco Corporation in Orange County among others.  Lott is the past recipient of several prestigious awards including an E. Eric and Elizabeth D. Johnson Fellowship in Studio Art, a Murphy & Cadogan Fellowship in the Fine Arts and a Pollock-Krasner Foundation grant.

