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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present a show of new work entitled Pure States Cannot Evolve into Mixed States by Los Angeles based artist Brendan Lott   The exhibition takes place as one of two shows inaugurating our newly expanded gallery space.  
Continuing his interest in geometric abstraction and its relationship to the sublime, Lott presents a series of multi-panel paintings using repetitive patterns done in different color sequences and arranged in tight grids.  The process employs a simple formula of taping off edges and mixing specific pigments to create shapes that exist as simple markings within one panel but when grouped together into grids a new relationship to color and design.  For example, the painting Five by Five by Five consists of 25 wood panels with a similar gem stone shaped pattern; each made with five different colors that create a dynamic composition when grouped together.   The panels are designed to be individually movable on any side thus changing the overall relationship between the colors and perception of the pictorial field.  The larger grids become vibrant colorful abstractions that have an apparent relationship to Op art and the formal elements of painting.  The modular format allows for a near infinite number of “states” for each painting to be viewed with no one position outweighing any other.  There is a miniscule chance of viewing the same composition more than once creating a incomprehensible understanding of the many possibilities.  
This new series is a continuation of Lott’s previous show Making Infinity Imaginable which included similar grids using mundane images taken with an iPhone.  Unlike the notion of making an abstraction out of an existing real place or structure, the new work celebrates the materiality of paint and purity of concept.  A noticeable change is the precision of colors whereas the previous work focused on light with the use of photography. Lott celebrates his enthusiasm of abstract and color field painting rifting off notions from works by Josef Albers, Frank Stella, Ellsworth Kelly and Gerard Richter; however his compositions can continually change with the mood of the viewer.  The works become new each time they are installed allowing the placement to be part of the painterly experience.  In storage the works are essentially a collection of parts so the painting only exists when they are hung. Everything that is created in the studio is just preparation for the idea that the works are not truly finished until someone looks at it and makes it literal. 
After receiving a BFA in filmmaking from the San Francisco Art Institute, Lott did his graduate work at Stanford University earning his MFA in 2006. He has had two previous solo shows at our gallery.  This winter Lott will be included in an installation of Walter Maciel Gallery artists at Smashbox Studios in Culver City.  In the spring of 2013, a group of his collages were shown at Tenoversix boutique in West Hollywood. Lott had a solo museum show at the San Jose Museum of Art in 2008 and he has been included in group exhibitions at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles, San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery, UC Riverside Sweeny Art Gallery, Musée d'Art Modern et Contemporain in Strasbourg, France and Kunstraum B/2 in Leipzig, Germany among others.  Recent acquisitions of his work include Morgan Stanley in New York and Pimco Corporation in Orange County.  Lott is the past recipient of several prestigious awards including an E. Eric and Elizabeth D. Johnson Fellowship in Studio Art, a Murphy & Cadogan Fellowship in the Fine Arts and in 2012, a Pollock-Krasner Foundation grant.
